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SUBJECT: SOVIETS COMPLAIN ABOUT US/CANADIAN INSPECTIONS 
OF FISHING VESSELS 

1. DURING CALL ON ARMITAGE OCTOBER 1 SOVIET EMBASSY 
MINISTER-COUNSELOR VASEV RAISED QUESTION OF RECENT 
INSPECTIONS OF SOVIET FISHING VESSELS CARRIED OUT BY U.S. 

AUTHORITIES. VASEV STATED THAT BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 10 
AND 22 U.S. AND CANADIAN OFFICIALS MADE TWELVE INSPECTIONS 
AND MADE NO COMPLAINT ABOUT WHAT THEY FOUND. VASEV 
STRESSED THAT SOVIETS DO NOT OBJECT TO INSPECTIONS 
PROPERLY CARRIED OUT UNDER ICNAF PROCEDURES, BUT HE STATED 
THAT MANNER IN WHICH INSPECTIONS CITED ABOVE WERE CON- 
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DUCTED INDICATED INSPECTORS WERE SEEKING "PRETEXT FOR 
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ACCUSATIONS." 

2. VASEV SAID MASTERS OF VESSELS HAD COMPLAINED THAT 
INSPECTORS HAVE GONE INTO AREAS OF THE SHIPS NOT RELATED 
TO FISHING ACTIVITIES, SEARCHING BELONGINGS OF CREW AND 
CAPTAIN'SHRABIN, AS WELL AS GALLEYS AND FOOD STORAGE 

AREAS. IN CASE OF LATTER, VASEV STATED THAT INSPECTORS 
DID NOT HAVE PROPER MEDICAL CERTIFICATION TO INVESTIGATE 
SUCH AREAS. IN WORKING AREAS OF SHIPS INSPECTORS HAD 
PICKED REMNANTS OF PREVIOUS CATCHES OUT OF CRACKS AND 
OTHER OUT-OF-THE-WAY PLACES. VASEV CITED SEARCH CONDUCTED 
OF VESSEL, MISKHOR, AS PARTICULARLY FLAGRANT EXAMPLE OF 
THESE ACTIVITIES. 

3. VASEV MADE CLEAR THAT HE WAS NOT MAKING A FORMAL 
PROTEST BUT ONLY CONVEYING COMPLAINTS OF SOVIET MASTERS 
TO USG. SOVIET SHIPS, HE SAID, ARE OPEN TO INSPECTION 

ONLY WHEN U.S. OFFICIALS HAVE REASON TO SUSPECT 
VIOLATIONS OF REGULATIONS GOVERNING BY-CATCHES ON THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF. HE STATED THAT SOVIET EMBASSY 
OFFICER ZNAMENSKY WOULD BE PURSUING THIS MATTER WITH THE 
PROPER AUTHORITIES. 

4. IN RESPONSE ARMITAGE SAID HE WOULD LOOK INTO THE 
MATTER. HE SUGGESTED, HOWEVER, THAT MANNER IN WHICH 
SOVIET VESSELS WERE CONDUCTING THEIR TRAWLING OPERATIONS 
MAY HAVE LED U.S. INSPECTORS TO SUSPECT VIOLATIONS HAD 
TAKEN PLACE. 

5. VASEV ALSO INFORMED ARMITAGE THAT SOVIETS PLANNED TO 
ASSIGN A COUNSELOR FOR MARITIME AFFAIRS TO THEIR EMBASSY 
IN WASHINGTON. SOVIETS WOULD LIKE TO HAVE THE NEW 
OFFICIAL TAKE UP HIS DUTIES AT THE BEGINNING OF NEXT 

YEAR, ASSUMING NEW MARITIME AGREEMENT IS CONCLUDED. NEW 
OFFICIAL WOULD HANDLE BOTH SHIPPING AND MARITIME POLICY 
MATTERS. 

6. LATER SAME DAY ZNAMENSKIY RAISED SAME MATTER IN 
SIMILAR VEIN WITH SULLIVAN OES/OFA, STRESSING INFORMALITY 
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OF QUESTION AND PRIMARY DESIRE INFORM SOVIET MASTERS 
ABOUT RESPONSIBILITIES US INSPECTORS AND ORDERS THEY 
OPERATE UNDER. HE REQUESTED COPIES SUCH ORDERS, AT LEAST 
PORTION THAT IS PUBLIC. AT FIRST ZNAMENSKIY INSISTED 
ONLY ICNAF INSPECTIONS WERE INVOLVED, BUT LATER ADMITTED 
CSFR INSPECTIONS ALSO INVOLVED. SULLIVAN NOTED BASIC 
RULES WERE FOUND IN ICNAF INSPECTION SCHEME, CSFR GUIDE- 
LINES PROVIDED OTHER GOVERNMENTS, AND CSFR PORTION BI- 
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LATERAL AGREEMENT, AND THAT ICNAF AND CSFR INSPECTIONS 
OFTEN CARRIED OUT SIMULTANEOUSLY. BECAUSE LOBSTER HAD 
BEEN FOUND HIDDEN IN VARIOUS PLACES ON F/VS SOME NATION- 
ALITIES, INSPECTORS MIGHT CHECK FOR CSFR IN PLACES NOT 
ORDINARILY INCLUDED IN ICNAF INSPECTION. SULLIVAN 
PROMISED LOOK INTO MATTER FURTHER. KISSINGER 

UNQUOTE. KISSINGER 
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